Dear __________:

I am honored to have the opportunity to invite you to a special event for key leaders and administrators of education in King County that will take place on May 2, 2009, at the Washington Mutual Leadership Center at Cedarbrook in SeaTac, Washington.

By attending this event, you will learn about new research that has emerged to show that students who participate in high-quality afterschool programs are more engaged in learning and achieve higher academic performance.  You will also learn how you can leverage the value that afterschool programs add to your school district in order to address challenges such as improving student success and achievement, building more public support for your schools, and increasing school safety.

Details of the event:


· Date: Tuesday, May 2, 2006

· Time: 7:30am-11:00am (event will include a delicious, hot buffet breakfast that will be served at 7:30am)

· Location: Washington  Mutual Leadership Center @ Cedarbrook
                 18525 36th Avenue South
  SeaTac, WA 98188

· Event details: Keynote speaker, panel, and discussion addressing the value of successful afterschool programming in your school district

Highlights of the event include a keynote address from Terry Peterson, Director of the Afterschool and Community Learning National Resource Network.  Peterson has advised the National Elementary School Principals Association.  He also sits on the National School Boards Association Extended Learning Committee and was a featured speaker at their national Council of Urban School Boards meeting.  Peterson was the author of the lead article in the May 2005 issue of The School Administrator, which focused on afterschool hours.

The event will also feature a panel of speakers from schools and programs throughout Washington State.  Panelists will highlight success stories about how afterschool programs have benefited schools by increasing academic achievement, family engagement, and connections to businesses and communities.  Following the panel, you will have the opportunity to engage in a discussion with other program participants.  This discussion will help you to formulate ideas about how you can build a model of successful afterschool programming into the overall goals and vision of your school district.  You will also be given a wealth of materials and toolkits at the event that will help you to take immediate action for increasing the effectiveness of afterschool programming in your school district.  

In order to make this program effective, I would like you to bring a team of 2-3 colleagues from your school district.  The team members that you bring should be key stakeholders that will be involved in the planning and implementation of successful afterschool programming in your school district.  Examples of team members that you might want to consider bringing include: a school principal, a PTA president and/or member, a parent, an afterschool or 21st Century program director.

Please RSVP for this event by Wednesday, April 26th to Shannon Ginn Robinson, sginn@schoolsoutwashington.org or 206-323-2396. When you RSVP, please provide the names of the 2-3 other team members that you will be bringing to the event.  

