Dear _______:

I am excited to learn that you will be attending the National Association of Elementary School Principals annual conference this year in Seattle.  This 5-day convention and exposition presents a great opportunity for Washington State principals to learn about innovative approaches to education.  As we try to meet the many demands placed on us as school leaders, reaching out to community partners becomes a critical piece of our work.  As you plan your daily schedule, I encourage you to consider attending some events focused specifically on fostering these community relationships and partnering with after-school programs.

The morning of April 2nd, there will be a workshop entitled Leading After-School Learning Communities focusing on how schools can partner with after-school programs to build bridges and help students achieve school success.  The workshop is designed to engage principals in discussions to provide a deeper understanding of opportunities that are possible when collaborating with after-school providers.  In March 2006, NAESP released Leading After-School Learning Communities: Standards for What Principals Should Know and Be Able To Do, a publication that calls on principals to be strong advocates for after-school programs and to work closely with after-school directors to achieve their mutual goals for children.  Workshop participants will be given a complimentary copy of this publication to further these goals in your communities.  There are limited spaces available for this workshop, so please reserve your space as soon as possible. 

Following this workshop, you are invited to a special luncheon for Washington State principals hosted by School’s Out Washington and the Washington Afterschool Network. In addition to a delicious lunch, you will be provided with an opportunity to talk with your colleagues in Washington State about strategies to effectively partner with after-school programs and come away with some concrete ideas to bring back to your school community.   There are a limited number of slots available for this special luncheon, so please RSVP to Danielle Baer at School’s Out Washington by Monday, March 19th at 1-888-419-9300 or dbaer@schoolsoutwashington.org.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions and I hope to see you at these special events as we work to create a seamless learning day for children and youth in our state.
